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CONSIDERATE. 


ONS VPON THE TREA- 


TY OF MARRIAGE BE- 


TWEEN ENGLAND 
AND SPAIN. 


He efſentiall poynts thereof ſeem to be the 
advantages, and diſadvantages of ſuch an alli- 
ance, and whether both weighed in equall bal- 
lance, the one will not overſway the other , 
The advantages thatEngland may pretend are theſe, 
Firſt, a great Kings daughter, 
Secondly, much mony. > 
Thirdly, ſafety. 
Fourthly, continuance of trade, 
Fiftly, the bridling of the overgrowing greatries 
of the States, 

Sixtly , the Subiedts of Spain will not be ſe bur- 
thenſome to England being more remote,as thoſe of 
France would be that are nearer neighbours. 

Laſtly, hindring the Scottiſh faction for ſtrength- 
ning it felfe by the alliance of France, which though 
it be nor publickly taken knowledge of, yet hath his 
place among the reaſons that further the match with 
Spaine. 

Theſe and the like benefits and advantages ſome 
promiſe to themſelues by running the courſe of 
Spaine: but of God or his cauſe hitherto is made noe 
mention atall, And yet vnleſſe the: Lord build the 


honfe, the builders labour but in vaine, 
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EN. 
The Auſwer 


The mcaneſt of the houshould of faith are mach 
greater then thoſe that atc without, for they are borne 
ro a great.inheritance: theſe are their promiſes, 

Firit God is their God, and with them hath he 
made a covenant: nor ought it to be forgotten that 
the houſe of Spay# is ſtained with: inceſt in the 
match with the laſt King 6 his owne ſiſters daughter, 
which cannot be but very loathſome to cvery true 
Chriſtians hart: and yet to ſpeake according to the 
world, the cſtate of England is great enough of it ſelfe 
match it where it will, as it hath done in times paſt, 
and as other great Monarkes haue led the way. And 
| _ thealliance of France is neere, and hath no ill aſpeCt 
upon England,and is as honourable as that of Spain ; 
thit of France will not proue ſo beneficiall, and fo 
neither ſo dangerous or prejudiciall, 

Secodly,mony wil be ſoon waſted and. melted away, 
| but the price of it will abide ſtil]: and let not any flat- 
er themſclues , Spayn giveth nothing but for ſome- | 
thing, and where he giveth much be looketh fora 
preat returne : Examine well theiraQtions and pro- | 
ccedings and make uſe of experience: whether can or 
ought mony to be an eſlentiall conſideration to ſway 
the weight of ſo important an Alliance. 

Thirdly, is not England ſtronger at this time and 
Spain weaker then heretofore? where then is. any 
cauſe of feare? But alow that the ſtate of England 
ſtood in feare of any danger of Spayn ? will this al- 
liance ſecure them? the feare is idle and the remedy | 
more idle, unlefſe any could make it good _ the | 
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(3) 
| loveof Spayne unto England ( the match going for. 
| ward) would proue the predominant humor in him, 
that ſhould ſway his ambiſſton, whereof the world 
hath ſo much experience to the contrary, *! 

Charles the fift gaue his owne liſter in mariage to 
Francis the firſt: was Francis ever a whit the ſafer for 
ſuch an alliance? 


"% 


$4voy hath marricd Spaines fiſter,who nevertheles* 


doth what he can to ſwa!ow him up. 
France and Spaine haue laſtly made a double match , 
ler it be examined whether Spaine hath laboured 
more to quench or kindle the fier in France; and yet 
they are both of one and the ſame religion, 

They erre\who thinke there is any thinge to be had 
from a Papitſt for love rather then for feare , or that 
Spaine will everdefſſiſt from aſpiring to the univerſal 
Monarchy of Chriſtondome, and particularly the re- 
covery of the uuited provinces: for though he often 
ſtrike ſaile and put into the harbour in fowle weather 
yet doth he not negle& to weigh anchour againe, and 
tollow his intended courſe when the ſeaſon is fit for 
it. England doth hinder his deſignes; and therefore 


would he match with England to haue the fitter paſ* 


fage for him: and if he were in quiet poſcſlion of all 
the ſeventcene Provinces, then would they be made 
a ſtable or ſtore-houſe for all things neceſlary, in ſo 
plentitull and well fitted a ſituation, for the invading 
the partsneare adioyning, whercof the plots are nor 
new, if England give way unto him, then ( difapoin- 
ted of their defences and Bulwarkes ) they will ſtand 
( as4t were } at his metcy and ly,open to all manner 
of batteries: as on the other {ide ifhe be croſſed, then 
will Wngs be but where they.vyere,, both for conti. 
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(4): | 
nuance and aſſurance againſt fear of invaſion; nay ra- | 
ther in ſo much the worſe termes, becauſe he ſhall 
faile of his expeRtation, which commonly breeds 
much harſhnes even among([t the deareſt freinds, Let 
not any caſt a miſt in others eyes: though Spain had 
leftaſide his wonted ambition (which none can ſuf. 
ficiently aſſure ) yet will he never looſe his hope, or 
relent in his reſolution of recovering the united Pro- 
vinces, wherein hishonour and his reputation are ſo 
deeply intereſſed: nor can ſuch a great ſcattered bo- 
dy that hath ſo many irons in the fier be but conti- 
nually armed, and ſtill in action to the danger both 
of freinds and foes, as he ſhall finde his beſt adyanta- 
ges and oportunines, 

IfEngland fear Spain, their ſafety will rather ſtand 
in keeping him at the ſtaves end then in geceaving 
ſuch an ambitious and new reconciled enemy and 
doubtfull frend into their boſom, where he ſhall ' 
vvithout blovves be able to doe them much more 
hurt by his daily practice and corrupting of the ſub. 
| iects, then he can otherwiſe by open hoſtility, which 
he will be wary enough not to attempt, leſt they 
ioyning their foarces by ſea with thoſe of the united 
Provinces, (hould giue him too great a ſhake. Strange 
intelligence, and coreſpondence with neighbour 
friends aud allies will alwayes proue a ſafer refuge for 
England againſt Spain. And becauſe all hauea com. 
mon quarrell ro his Ambition and greatnes,which in 
him will never giue way to any other conſideration 
whatſoever; for there hath ever been and will ſtill 
continue in Sp4iy an endlefle ambitious deſire of the | 
obtayning the weſterne Monarchy vyherc ofa greate | 
parte of Chyiſtendome doth yet beare the ſcarre, -_ 
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- | fecle the ſtripes. 

l 4. Trade will be allowed to continue and as ſafely 

5 | Without the Alliance of Marriage as with it: for Spays 1 

t doth notonly-reapea benefit by it ; but alſo will be 1 

{  afrayde to ſcare or diſcontent Enelaud by the evill | 

. uſage ofthe Marchants. Elſe why haue they ſo baſely | 

xr andabjecly begged a peace: wheloever he ſhall ſe kis 

- opportunity and finde a greater aduantage to break 

» | then to continue in good termes with Ezelazd, the 

- Alliance vvill ſecure the merchants no more, then if 

- It were not at all. : 

1 5. The ſtates may in time gfow great, and their 

- greattics may grow dangerous; but Spays is both the 
one and the other already; and this Alliance will ad 
much unto it: there may alſo grow yealou!y and un- 
kindnes and thence open emnitty berwixt England 
and them, and ſo on the other ſide may the matter 

| be ſo diſcreetly caried, as they two may entertaine 

| goodamity and correſpodency one with the other for 
common defence: for they both profeſle one religion 

and their eſtate and condition feemes to unite them 
together in a neceſlity of putting out their hands 

| one to another for mutuall preſervation. 

Doe they carry themſelves now unkindly or ſome- 

what unreſpeCtiuly? It doth not ſo urgently prove 

'that they may become enemies hereafter, as there 
upon to ground a neceſſity of making an Alliance 
with a known enemy, which were no other but to 
run into a preſent miſcheif for fear of a future incon- 
venience. They take an Allarum at Englands ioyning 
with Spayz to their hurt; which though it be not ſo 
ment byEzelard,yet it is the ſcope thatSpayn aymes at 
and that may make them perhaps ſomewhat to 
er Az neelect 
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(6) 
negle& Eneland, bur remoue the cauſe, and the effet | 
will ceaſe, let them be aſſured of their freindihip and | 
they will prove reſpe&tfull freinds:if they proſper and 
grow great, who knoweth whether it be nor of God, 
by ſuch weake meanes to pull downe the loftines of 
Spaym and then to withſtand them were to run 4- 
o1inſt a rock: the very firſt occaſion of their liberty 
was driving them to, diſpaire; which made them to 
take hart and reſolution to reſiſt the violence that 
was offcred: wherein being incoraged with good (uc- 
ceſſe, and fecling their owne ſtrength, they haue in 
time made ſuch further progreſle as is this day to be 
ſeene:better it were for Exe/and to make uſe of a ne- 
ceflary evill, and run a courſe with them whereby 

| they may haue their part in their well ſpeeding,then 
if to ioyne with Spayn ( a religion and ſtate enimy ) 
who Allicth him ſelfe to England but for his ovvne | 
ends, and muſt needes draw after them the over- | 
throw of the cauſe of religion and ruine the ſtate:and | 
will never proue but a ſecrett Enimy and doubtfull | 
| frend. And it muſt not in this place be forgotten that | 
if true profeſſors be juſtly reproved for going to law | 
before heathen Iudges, much lefle may they fide | 
themſelves with any of thoſe that are without, to 
the hinderance and hurt one of an other. | 
| 6. _ If England and Fraunce ſhould match to- | | 
| gether, it doth not therefore conſequently follow | « 
that the French should become burthenſome to the | ' 
State by reaſon of their nearneſſe. The Jawes of | / 
l 
2 


0 


England allow no offices. or pteferments of ali» | 
ens. The french will haue more hope in their owne | 
Cuntry where there is without compariſon more | 
to be given then in Ereland ; the Engliſh fceke | 
NOT * 
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| (7) 
| 'not to. make any fortune in Scotland. 


But if the French ſhould be importunate they arc — 


| alſo impatient: let them finde Yifage de Boyes, and 
your couldnes ſhould weare out their earneſtnes, 

7, That the French with the Scottiſh fattion may 
gather ſtrength by theAlliance of France is but a par- 
ticular conſideration: againſt which may be oppoted 
the greatnes the Spanith faction will grovy unto by 
a match vvith S$payz to the. danger of the ſtate: this 
doth greatly lay open the value of ſuch adyantages as 
Eneland doth promile it ſelte by matching with paz 
vyhich how dcarely they vvould notvvithſtanding be 


bought will more perfectly appeare, if knowledg be 


| | alſotaken ofthe inconveniences and milſcheifes that 
; | wvvould follovv: for the better conceiving vyhere of, 
| | his ends are to be conſidered, and ſeriouſly examined; 
| foritis not likely that Spa/z a Religion and State Ca- 
| tholique, vvho hath both religion and ſtate quarrels 
| againſt Eye/ard,vvill yald to giue his Daughter in 
' Mariage to Eng/and: nay rather doth offer great ſums 
; of mony for compoling there of ; but that he looks 
| fora greatreturne, 

| | 

Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. 


| Thepricc of this Alliance therefore vvill be the 
- | breaking of the match vvith France, to the vveakning 
y | of both Englardane Fraunce, vvhereby he may have 
e | the greater footing in eyther, and the deviding Zxz- 
f | land from his alices, eſpecially from the States of rhe 
- | united Porovinces, tae making vvay for an other 
e | match forhis ſecond ſonne { yvhom he hath a plor 
E | to ſettle in the lovy Cuntries, and from thence ta 
e | promote him ( if he can ) to the Crovyne m— 
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(8) 
vvith an other danghter of France, vyhich yvould 
giue ſo great an Allarum to the vvhole ſtate of thoſe 


of the religion, if the pretended match vvith Eg- | 


land come not betyveen, altering in time the ſtate of 
Religion, vvhereof if he had no hope, neither vvould 
he harken to the match: for none mult thinke he 
vvould treat ſuch an Alliance vvithout the privacy 
and conſent of his divines, or that they vvill giue 
their conſents to that but upon great probability that 
itſhalltend to the furtherance of their catholique 


faith, The ſuppoſedCatholique religion is knoyvne to 


be in $942 one of the fundamentall Lavves of their | 


eſtate : and no doubt Spain is a very right Romiſh 
Catholique, the further therefore that he ſpreadeth 
his religion, the greater ſatiſfaction it is to his conſci- 
ence, and the more doth he underprop and increaſe 


that are moſt deuout, but eſpecially the greateſt part 
of the Clergy throughout Chriſtendom haue their 


| eyes fixed on him, as upon the greateſt ſtay and piller 


of their catholique faith: vvho therefore if he ſhould 
match vvith an heritique ( for ſo they terme us Eng- 
liſn ) but vvith aſetled purpoſe by ſuch meanes to 
root out hereſy, vvould both vvrong flis ovvne con- 

ſcience, and looſe his reputation amongſt all thoſe of 
his beleefe, to the over great vveakning of his eſtate: 

vvhich error none of ſound judgment that kuoyyes 


Spayn,vvill caſily beleve that he vvill commit. | 
That a change or tolleration ſhould happen in 


England by meanes of the intended match, is more to. | 
be feared then any can vvarrant to be impoſlible : | 


vyherin it vvere vvell yyorth the laboure to find out 


vvhat hope Spayn doth ground upon, and yyhat poſ- 
ſibility | 
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his greatnes, namely becauſe thoſe of that religion | 
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ſibility there is that the ſame may be diſapoynted; in 
the mean time very likely it-is in generall thar there 
yvill be no meanes unattempred, or left on his ſide, 


to bring his purpoſe to paſſe, And then it muſt in 


this place be remembred , firſt that vvhatſoever is 
not of fayth is ſin, and that ſin hath no promiſe of 
bleſſing; nor is this a vvork of fayth. And next that 
England hath but too much expcrience of Popery, 
vvith in theſe feyy yeares, for vvant of due executi- 
on of the Lavves; vvhich hath bread exceeding great 
bouldnes in the papilſts, afvvell at home as abroad, 


If the mariage goe forvvard they vvill take the more: 


hart and greater encouragement, no ſmall number of 
{abies want teaching, and ſo are the more eaſily 
shaken, many waver, and many are newfangled the 
more prepared for a chaunge:& therefore will accor- 


; dingly be wrought upon. The ould ſerpent will ſe- 


duce many Eves, and piſtols will have free paſſage e- 
very where, The worſt is yet, that there will be par- 
ty. children: for the mother will give herſclfe noe 
reſt till she have nuſled ſome of them in her owne 
religio, which would make the way very playn & caſy 
for a chaunge, becauſe the head once corrupted, the 
infeftion wilþin short time pread it ſelfe over the 
whole body, and true religion is unſociable to ſort it 
ſelfe with fatfe worslip , and will ſoone forſake his 
dwelling place, 

If Spajn can procure a tolleration of religion(vvhich 
muſt needs be follovved vvith ruine of the State ) he 


| may thenaſlure himſelfe of ſides that vvill alyvayes _ 
. | beablecither direQtly or indireQtly to divert the ſtate 
| from hindering his "Selaries as yvell in the lovy 


Cuntrycs » as Vyhereſoever elſe , and although he 
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zhould not prevayle at the firſt by praQtis , or procure 
2 tolleration of religion, vvhich nevertheleſle the in. | 


creacing number of Papiſts will of it ſelfe in proceſle 
of time effect, yet when he hathr once a faftion on 
foote and that many of the ſubjes are perverted in 
rcligion, he will notwithſtanding be in good hope 
that the ſtate may be ſtayed, & hindered fro oppoſing 
it (cIf againſt his deſignes by the working of his faQis 
& the iclouſy that will be coceaved of thePapiſts with. 
in the Relme: and whether his hopes will fayll him 
or no, vet if he should upon ſuch ground make any 
attempt againſt thoſe of the united Provinlies, that 
could not but fale out to the great troble: annoyance 
and danger of the ſtate, eſpecially if he ſend his forſes 
by ſea; for then nut Exg/and upon any ſuch occati- 
on Either rig out there Navy to ſea to ſe that he keep 
his courſe, which will allwayes be a matter of great 
burthen and charge, or orherwayes abide. the danger 
of his landing upon their owne couſts,. if he have 
intelligence” with the Papiſts: wherefore it will be 
allwayes ſafer in ſuch caſes ro be ſomewhat - icalous 
then too {ecure. | 10% | 
Now the Atliance with Spayz vvill not onely ſcarr 
and diſcourage it generall , the vvholl ſide of thoſe 
of the religion abroad, to the great vveakning of the 
Rate of Ezg/ayd, but alfo breeda parnculcr jelouſy 
| in thoſe of the united Provinſes, vyhen they $shall-ſe 
| that Popery increaſeth, or that Spayn: hath a faCtion, 
or party in the Relme: yvhereof one of theſe tvvo 
mitcheives muſt conſequently folloyy , either that 
they will make their peace vvith Spaye; or keep con> 
-inuaily many shipes of. yyar in the-narrovy. ſeas if 
| :hey be able to:hould out, eſpecially upon. the com | 
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(11) 
ming of any ſupplyes by ſea to the ArtchDuke during 
\ . the Truce: vvhich ( as they area people icalous and 
ſuſpitious cnough by nature ) may at one time or o- 
ther by occationes happening grovv to ſome dan. 
gerous inconvenicnce : for betyveen tyvo ſo neare 
; neighbours both potent ar fea, if there be nor ſtraight —| 
amity kept, things cannot long ſtand vvithourt break- 
ing forth into tearmes of open hoſtility, And for the 
ſtate of thoſe Provinſes, though ſtrong by ſea, Alli- 
ance, and cituation, yet are not the foundations of it 
ſo far ſure that England can vvith fafety leaue them 
to themſelves. for the late ſeas and queſtions about 
matters of religion threaten their diſunion; and Spayss 
that lies continually in wayt for their liberty hath his 
pencioners and daylypracticers amongſt them, 

Some doe noyle much the anticnt amity with the 

Houſe of Burgundy , but that houſe is changed and 

hath not kept ſtrok in the conditions of the Alliance, 

& lo ought the cauſe to be altered too. It was to weak 

for France but now it is too ſtrong, and E-zland had 

then plots againſt France which now it hath not 

The grcateſt uſe of Leagues and Alliances is to pre- 

vent preſent miſcheives, or to further ſome neceſlary 

enterprice : otherwiſe reaſon of ſtate and common 

expcrience teacheth to {way even with the vyeaker, 

for the brideling of the ambitiou aud greatnes of the 

ſtronger, They make an idle diſtintion vvho to a- 
voyd the obictions made againſt Spayz pretend thar 
mariagesSare but perſonal! amongſt Preinces and not 
xeall: for if there be no reallity,, vyhere is then the 
good of England? if there be any who is ſo weak as to 

| \thinke that Spayy will calily quithis intereſt in it. ) 
| Toalledge the cxampell of Eraxie that houldeth 

Aaz  correſportience 
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correſpondency ſtill vvith his other Allies, and cOnh 
rinues to afliſt them againſt Sapyy, (notvvithſtanding 
his match vviih Spayn) is toas litle purpoſe in the 
judgment of choſe vvho doe alſo knoyy hovyv much 
Spayy prevayleth in weakning their ſinewes, and fruſ- 
trating the effe& of ſuch afliltance, 

The ſum is, that Spazz hopes by.rcaſon of this match 
ſo to charme Ezelaud, as it Shall give way to him in 
his courſes: and Ezeland contrariwiſe promilſeth it 
ſelfe the hony of the bee without danger of being 
ſtung : whether of both may come $hort of their rec- 
coning is at the leaſt diſputable . For Spayn on the 
one {ide will ſpare no travell or charge, will uſe all 
the meanes and practiſes he can , and take the bene» 
fit of all occations, and advantages that hall be offe- 
red to bring his,purpoſes to paſle : as it may be ſuppo- 


WW AW AA 


+ fed that Ezeland for his part will ftand upon his 


watch, to prevent a miſcheife that $shall threaten 
the ſtate, \ 

Spayn may ( by a vigilant care and good foreſight ) 
be diſapoynted : ſo may Ergland by the contrary. be 
overtaken : fot death will weare away theſe watch- 
men that are now, and others may ſucceed that will 
not be ſo watchfull : nay watchfulnes it ſelfe over- 


watched will in time grow drowſy, and overwearied 
carefilnes will grow carelcſſT, 


The very beſt cautions and caveats muſt necdes 
relent and wax ould in time , In all ſtrife and con- 
tentions as well of the-body as the mind, if one 
fide get ground the other looſeth it . Time will bring 
forth many accidents Which may fall out as to the 
good, fo tothe hurt of England: who ( that may 
wit good reaſon be feared ) will not be watehfull 
nor 
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nor have his ſpirits alwayes intent enough to pre- 
vent the practiſes of Spayz after fo ſtraite Alliance, that 
cannot now ſo much as foreſee them, or reſolue to 
keep out Spayy . Whereupon the queſtion ariſeth 
whether it be a ſound courſe for Fnz/ard ( not con- 
 ſtrayned by any urgent neceſlity) to put the cauſe of | 
religion, and their owne well doing and ſafety to ſo 
great an adveriary,in a matter that ſtands upon ſo ma- 
ny contingents , For it is no new experience that the - 
things which we think almoſt impoſlible, and there- 
fore fear them leaſt, doe nevertheleſſe often come 
to paſſe; becauſe negleed, and ſo not hindered by 
Oppoſition, they creep unawares upon us as through 
| the miſts of ſecurity . Well faith tae Italian there- 
fore Quell che non wolete che ſia non fate Coſt per he 
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To conclude, $pay# who of late was thought to de- 


| Cline, weak in the head, and wounded in reputation 


' by thoſe of the united Provinces; yet having never 
| been more weakly ballanced then at this preſent, 
begins now to reſume his ſpirits, and without 


| timely and ſtrong oppolition, will take ſo 


deep roote, and (pread his branches {o far, 
as to overshadow all his neighbours: 
and deadly dangerouſe it will be 
for any one to {leepe 
in ſuch a shade, 


Fins, 


